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What shape is your church? 
Jesus invited us into his circle.  But 

have we made the church a different 

shape? 

Last Sunday’s Gospel reading ended 

with a beautiful snapshot of Jesus 

crammed into a house (remember 

those days!) with many of his 

followers.  His family think he’s gone 

crazy and arrive outside to take him 

away.   

Jesus isn’t fazed.  Instead he asks, 

“Who are my mother and brothers?”  

Then he looks at those sitting in a circle around him, and says, “Here are my 

mother and my brothers! Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

It’s a captivating scene – sitting in a circle, listening to Jesus, and becoming his 

new family.  The authentic church is circular – like that. 

Over the last year, the church has often 

been a very different shape.  For many of 

us it’s been the shape of our TV screens 

(or phones or computers), as we’ve 

become spectators to church services 

streamed from St Alban’s (or elsewhere).  



For others, the ideal church has always been 

like a cathedral, cross-shaped, but with all 

the arms pointing in to the Bishop in the 

middle.  That’s where all the action is.  But 

all the people are still spectators. 

A circle church is different.  We can all see 

each other.  Every person matters – if one part of a circle is missing, it’s no longer 

a circle.  No one person is more important than others.   

Tom preached on this at St Thomas’s, as they begin their time of vacancy, waiting 

for the appointment of a new rector.  But it’s just as important to us at St Alban’s.  

Let’s each work out what part we play in the circle.  

Waiting for news 
We’re still eagerly awaiting the government announcement on Monday about 

what will and won’t be permitted after 21st June.  We will decide then whether, 

and exactly how, we can run 

the Summer Fair on 10th July. 

But we don’t just need to 

make practical preparations.  

We also need to prepare our 

hearts and minds for the 

announcement, whatever it 

says.  The last year has taken 

its toll on all of us, and even 

a short delay could easily 

send us down into despair or back into fear and hiding. 

Maybe it’s a good time to remember that other news we’re wating for – which is 

far more irreversible than anything our government might say, and which 

definitely won’t be leaked in advance – that, one day, Jesus is coming back.  Then 

there will be no more sickness, of any kind – or death, crying or pain. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 



Keep on praying! 
Prayer area 
Our prayer area this week is the northern end of Silverton Way, together with 

Firsvale Road, Rosalind Grove, Holberg Grove, Redstone Drive, Kersley Gardens 

and Egmont Gardens.  There is a church family living in this area, and also one or 

two people for whom Tom and Terry have taken funerals recently, so please 

include them in your prayers.  

You can join Helen for a prayer walk – either in person or on Zoom – at some 

point on Thursday.  Call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s pray that God will show us what he is already up to in our community, so 
that we can join in. 
 

Last week, when there was no newsletter to announce it, we prayed for 

Brackenwood Drive and the streets off it – the southernmost tip of St Alban’s 

district.   If you know anyone living there, please remember them in your prayers. 



Foodbank – help needed 
The foodbank is now much better stocked – though 

donations are still always welcome, of course.  Please get 

word out that if anyone is unexpectedly short of food, they 

should come in and we will do all we can to help. 

We are now rather short of volunteers, so if you’d be able to 

help out for the occasional 2-hour shift, or know someone 

else who could, please contact Helen Fish 

New opening hours: Tuesday 12-2pm, Friday 4-6pm 

Don’t go hungry – don’t let anyone you know go hungry 

St Alban’s Church 

Website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

. . . . . . . . 

Vicar: Rev Tom Fish (Vicar’s day off – Saturday) 

Churchwardens: Derek Bennett, Sylvia Kelly, Laurence Fletcher 

Treasurer: Barry Bishop      -      Safeguarding officer: Deb Dale 

Licensed lay minister: Terry Braithwaite 

 Families and children’s worker: Helen Hammond 
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Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 

Griffiths Drive, Wolverhampton WV11 2LJ 
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