
St Alban’s News  
Sunday 16th May 2021 

Indoor church again 
As from next Sunday, worship will be moving back into the church building.  We 

will continue to have one service, at 10am, with a limit of 50 people.  The 

service will still be live-streamed for those unable to be there. 

It’s not yet back to 

normal – sadly, singing 

will still not be 

allowed, and masks 

will still need to be 

worn.  But after six 

weeks outdoors we 

needed a break from 

being at the mercy of 

the weather, and with low infection rates we no longer had to be outdoors to 

avoid the risk of infection.  Kidz Church will carry on meeting in the vicarage 

garden. 

What about the Peace? 
We will at last be allowed to shake 

hands – and even hug – one 

another, but the advice is still to be 

careful.  So we will have the Peace 

at the end of the service, and then if 

you want to greet others – and if 

they want to be greeted – you can 

do that outdoors where it’s safer (and sanitise your hands first).   

And if you’re not yet ready to shake hands, that’s absolutely fine – you shouldn’t 

feel under any pressure. 



Testing 
In order to keep each other 

safe, if possible please take a 

Covid test in the 24 hours 

before the service.   

This is important even if 

you’ve had both jabs, 

because even then you can 

still pick up an asymptomatic 

infection and pass it on. 

 

 

 

You’re invited:  

Barbecue after the service – Sunday 23rd May 
After the service next Sunday, 23rd May, Helen and Tom would like to invite you 

to a barbecue in the Vicarage garden.  We’ll get the grill going straight after the 

service, and hot and cold drinks will be available straight away.  If anyone would 

like to bring a salad or a dessert as a contribution, it would be most welcome. 

There is still a limit of 30 

people allowed to socialise 

outdoors, so it will be first-

come first-served, but we 

don’t expect there to be a 

problem on numbers. 

 

 

How to get a Covid test 

1. Go to the test centre at the Ashmore Park 

Hub, between 10am and 6pm, any day except 

Wednesday and Sunday.  It takes about 10 

minutes and you get the result by text in less 

than an hour 

2. Take a test at home with a home test kit.  

Once you’ve done it a few times it only takes a 

couple of minutes. You can get packs of home 

test kits entirely free of charge: 

a. From the Ashmore Park Hub at the 

above times 

b. From most pharmacies 

c. Online at www.gov.uk/order-

coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests  

…and we’ve also got a few at church. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
http://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Cakeaway – Saturday June 5th, 10am-12 
Two weeks later we’ll be extending our hospitality to the local community, with a 

repeat of last year’s successful “cake-away”. 

Get those 

recipes out!  

We’d love to tell 

the community 

of Ashmore Park 

that we love 

them – by giving 

them a slice of 

cake!  The tent 

will be up, the sun will be warm and shining (well, we’re praying it will!) and the 

tables will be laden with your very best home-made cakes, biscuits, cookies, and 

more… 

If possible, please make the cake, slice it and put it into bags a couple of days 

before the event, so that as few people as possible have to touch it.  If you can 

let us know roughly how many pieces you plan to make, we’ll get the cake bags 

to you. 

Summer Fair: Sat 10th July 
We’ve fixed a date, now we 

need to make it happen.  It’s 

still a couple of months ago, 

but we can start planning.  If 

you can look after a stall, or 

play any other part in the 

summer fair, please speak to 

Rev Tom or the wardens. 

 



…and a summer quiz, too 
Roger Poole at St Thomas’s Church has produced 

another of his famous quizzes, this time to mark 

Christian Aid Week.  We’ve printed a copy with this 

newsletter (or if you’re reading online then you can 

find it on the church website).  Test your knowledge 

of the area we live in, and donate to Christian Aid at 

the same time.   

Annual Parish Meeting: Sun 23rd May 
We had St Alban’s Annual meeting a few weeks ago now, but the annual meeting 

season isn’t quite over yet.  The annual parish meeting (or combined Annual 

Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting, to give its full 

title) will be held at St Thomas’s on the evening of 23rd May, as part of a simple 

evening service.   

It’s not normally a terribly significant meeting, as most of the real business 

happens at the individual church meetings, but this year you might want to come 

along as a way of saying goodbye to Revd Nick. 

Foodbank – spread the word! 
Ashmore Park Pantry Foodbank update 
Thanks to a number of generous contributions over the 

last week, the foodbank is now much better stocked. 

Donations are still always welcome, of course, and 

please get word out that if anyone is unexpectedly 

short of food, they should come in and we will do all 

we can to help. 

Opening hours: Sunday 12:45-2:30pm, Wednesday 12-

2pm, Friday 4-6pm 

Don’t go hungry – don’t let anyone you know go hungry 



Thy kingdom come: Week of prayer 
Over the last five years, the time between Ascension Day (Thursday 13th May 

this year) and Pentecost (Sunday 23rd May), has become a season of prayer.  

Why not take time this week to pray each day – for the needs of the world; for 

one or two friends, 

family members or 

work colleagues who 

don’t yet know Jesus; 

and for your own walk 

with him to be 

deepened. 

We’ll be sharing 

prayers and brief 

reflections from Thy 

Kingdom Come on the church Facebook page every afternoon.  And there’s also 

an app for your Android or Apple smartphone, so you can have videos, Bible 

readings, reflections and other material to hand wherever you are. 

Download the App now: 

Android: https://bit.ly/362nooj 

Apple: https://apple.co/2LADnjP 

Saying goodbye to Revd Nick 
As we announced on Palm Sunday, Revd Nick is 

expecting to leave the parish at the end of this month.  

His last service at St Thomas’s is planned for Sunday 

30th May. 

We can’t have a leaving party for him, but you can still 

send him your greetings – just record a video on your 

phone and send it to Tom by WhatsApp (07841 382773) 

or email (revtomfish@gmail.com), and I’ll get it to the right place. 

https://bit.ly/362nooj?fbclid=IwAR3NSprgujGivWtihKJ6Inhpf-7JLXk517E_vbJR8KuCzhB-UF9H8G28VpU
https://apple.co/2LADnjP?fbclid=IwAR0EIP8ll5RcV15pKSClJMAHYQbBTuPT4RG7At6Mzz3B9Z21oEzIENUJrbE


If you would like to contribute to a gift for him, you can either bring it to the 

service next week, drop it in to the vicarage during the week, or contact Clive 

Postle (Churchwarden at St Thomas’s) for bank details.  Cheques should be made 

payable to St Alban’s DCC, so that we can bank them and pass the money across. 

He is also now able to tell us where he is going: 

 

You might remember that back in March I announced that I would probably be 

leaving Wednesfield at the end of May for a new post, but couldn’t say more at 

the time. At last I can tell you what the post is. 

My last service here will be at 10.15am on Sunday 30 May at St Thomas’, and 

everyone is very welcome. 

On Sunday 6 June I will be licensed as full-time Area Dean of Manchester South 

and Stretford. I won’t have a parish of my own, but will be supporting 34 parishes 

with 40 churches as the diocese of Manchester goes through a big shift of 

structure and focus. The aim of the role is to help local churches, gathered in new 

Mission Communities, in growing, nurturing and serving those around them. I’m 

excited about the vision behind this, and look forward to helping it become reality 

with God’s guidance and blessing. 

We as a family will miss the people of Wednesfield and Ashmore Park, both in its 

churches and in the wider community. This is a great community in which to live. 

It’s been especially good to be here while our children have grown to adulthood 

over the last twelve years. Thank you for making us so much a part of life here. 

Because of the delays in announcing the post, you will probably see me, and 

certainly Joanna, Immy and Thomas around for a while after I leave my post here. 

We will move fully to Manchester once a vicarage is ready for us up there. 

Please pray for us, and for the people and churches of Manchester South and 

Stretford! Please be sure that I will continue to pray for Wednesfield. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev’d Nick 



Prayer area 
Our prayer area this week covers our side of Broad Lane, between the canal and 

Stubby Lane, and the southern part of the Castlebridge Estate, Merrick Road and 

the bottom of Castlebridge Road.  

You can join Helen for a prayer walk – either in person or on Zoom – at some 

point on Thursday.  Call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s pray that God will show us what he is already up to in our community. 



St Alban’s Church 

Website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

. . . . . . . . 

Vicar: Rev Tom Fish (Vicar’s day off – Saturday) 

Churchwardens: Derek Bennett, Sylvia Kelly, Laurence Fletcher 

Treasurer: Barry Bishop      -      Safeguarding officer: Deb Dale 

Licensed lay minister: Terry Braithwaite 

 Families and children’s worker: Helen Hammond 

. . . . . . . . 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 

Griffiths Drive, Wolverhampton WV11 2LJ 
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