
St Alban’s News  
Sunday 2nd May 2021 

Annual meeting 2021 
A vision for discipleship: It’s not what we do, but what we are 
In his talk at the Annual Meeting last week, Rev Tom set out a vision not for what 

the church will do as we come out of lockdown, but of what sort of people Jesus 

is calling us to be.   

A disciple, he said, is someone who serves, grows, gives, worships and connects.  

If we can be those sort of people, everything else will follow.  If we try to do lots 

of things in our own strength, we will either get worn out or fall out. 

The full text of what he said is at the back of this newsletter. 

New wardens and DCC 

The rest of the meeting was conducted in record time.  Wardens, officers, PCC 

and DCC were elected, the accounts and annual report received, all in 11 minutes 

flat (it was a bit cold, and as Terry reminded us, Wolves were playing at midday). 

New District Church Council 
Parish Warden: Derek Bennett    District Wardens:  Laurence Fletcher 

     Sylvia Kelly 

DCC Secretary:  Deb Dale    DCC Treasurer: Barry Bishop 

Deanery Synod members: Brian Daybell and Derek Bennett 

PCC members: Rachel Warner, Helen Hammond, Paul McInally   

DCC members: Anne Southan, Robert Follows, Mandy Pugh, Dave Craddock, Jack 

Weaver 

Please pray for the DCC as they meet for the first time on Monday 24th May, that God will 

bond them together as a team and give them wisdom for the decisions they need to take 

to lead us forward as a church. 



Summer plans 
Cakeaway – Saturday June 5th, 10am-12 
Get those recipes out!  We’re having another cake-away (and maybe stop and chat) on 

Saturday 5th June.  We’d love to tell the community of Ashmore Park that we love them – 

by giving them a slice of cake!  The tent will be up, the sun will be warm and shining (well, 

we’re 

praying it 

will!) and 

the tables 

will be 

laden with 

your very 

best home-

made 

cakes, 

biscuits, cookies… 

Summer Fair: Sat 10th July 
We’ve fixed a date, now we need to make it happen.  It’s still a couple of months ago, but 

we can start planning.  If you can look after a stall, or play any other part in the summer 

fair, please speak to Rev Tom or the wardens. 

Foodbank – spread the 
word! 
Ashmore Park Pantry Foodbank update 
Thanks to a number of generous contributions over the 

last week, the foodbank is now much better stocked. 

Donations are still always welcome, of course, and 

please get word out that if anyone is unexpectedly 

short of food, they should come in and we will do all we can to help. 

Opening hours: Sunday 12:45-2:30pm, Wednesday 12-2pm, Friday 4-6pm 

Don’t go hungry – don’t let anyone you know go hungry 



Prayer area 
Our prayer area this week covers the flats on Castlebridge Gardens, as well as a 

few houses at the end of Castlebridge Road.  

You can join Helen for a prayer walk – either in person or on Zoom – at some 

point on Thursday.  Call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s pray that God will show us what he is already up to in our community. 

A vision for discipleship 
Rev Tom’s talk at the annual meeting last week 

I was thinking how to frame where we need to go as a church, and I realised that the 

heart of it is very simple.  It’s being the new people of God, that new community that 

Jesus started gathering together on that hillside in Galilee and which he’s still gathering 

together today. 



And actually he didn’t call people to run a church – he called people to be disciples, 

people who are changed from the inside out, changed from following their own desires 

to people who follow him, people who are set free on the inside.  

And I’d like to invite people who want to be like that to join me on that journey.  I don’t 

know exactly where it’s going to lead us.  So today I just wanted to lay out 5 

characteristics of what disciples are like, the five things that mark out a disciple of Jesus 

Christ: 

People who serve 
Firstly, disciples are people who serve, who give of themselves to others.  They long to be 

part of a community.  A family is at its best when everyone plays their own part and 

contributes.   If there’s a member of a family who just wants to grab what they can get 

and go and sit back in front of the TV it’s not the same.  Real disciples serve together. 

There are serving things to do in the church, and one of the things we need to do as we 

come out of this is to make the church less centred on those of us who live at the 

vicarage, and more centred on all of us.  There are all sorts of things to do.  If you’ve got 

practical skills we need people to look after the building and so on.  There’s masses of 

pastoral work to be done, just getting alongside, being there for people.  There are 

administrative things to do.  As many of you know we’re hoping to appoint a part-time 

administrator, but there are other administrative things to do.  For example, Brian 

Daybell has been our Gift Aid secretary for many years, and as he’s pointed out he’s not 

getting any younger.  Who could take on roles like that? 

I’d love people around me who like serving, people who are happy to get their hands 

dirty, people who like doing things together and for the common good. 

People who grow 
But the word disciple most fully means a follower – someone who followed Jesus not just 

in terms of where he happened to be walking around Galilee to, but follows him in the 

sense of growing more and more like him.  A disciple of Jesus, above all things, is 

someone who is seeking to change more and more into his likeness. And that’s not 

something that ends however old you are – there’s always further to go.  I’ve known 

many older saints through my life, who have still been seeking to become more like Jesus 

into their 80s and beyond. 

People who give 
So a disciple is someone who serves and grows, and a disciple is someone who gives, who 

gives generously because we’ve been given to so generously.  We can talk more about 



money some other time, but there’s an Old Testament pattern that people were 

expected to give 10% of what they had to God, and say “that’s the most important thing 

to do with our money”.  But as we move into New Testament times, how much more 

generous has God been with us than he was with people in the Old Testament – so how 

much more generous should we be than 10%? 

People who worship 
People who serve, people who grow, people who give… and people who worship.  

Because a disciple of Jesus is someone who acknowledges that Jesus is Lord, and longs to 

sing his praises.  If you’re here today it probably means you like doing that.  A disciple of 

Jesus is always a worshipper. 

People who connect 
And finally, a disciple of Jesus is someone who connects.  He called people to him, they 

shared life together.  The went round together.  I’m sure they had late discussions into 

the night, sitting round with a glass in their hand, talking about what they’d seen today as 

Jesus ministered; asking him “Who are you?  What’s all this about?”  They shared their 

lives, and loved doing so. 

So a disciple is someone who connects.  We live in more complex times then they did, 

although I am sure they had challenges in areas where things are much easier for us now.  

Maybe finding time to connect in that way is harder for us.  But we have many more ways 

to connect.   

So I just pray that we will be people like that – being transformed, connected together – 

and hoping to draw more people into being disciples.  And so everything we do will be 

oriented around that: Is it making us into better disciples?  Is it making more disciples of 

Christ?  We do lots of things as church.  We’re hoping, as you’ll see in the newsletter, to 

have some sort of summer fair in July.  So let’s do Summer Fair, let’s do Pop-in… if they 

help us make disciples by helping us to connect with the community, or get alongside 

people.  But if they don’t maybe they’re not quite so important.   

So let’s be a church that’s on that journey of making disciples, of growing as disciples, 

however young or old we are.  It’s never too soon to start, there’s never a day when it 

finishes – till we finally meet Jesus.  All of this life is a preparation for the eternity we’re 

going to spend with him.  We are in a sense an outpost, a foretaste, of what life in heaven 

is going to be like.  Let’s be that together.   

Let’s be people who learn from Jesus, who get together to listen to God’s word together.  

One of my big prayers is that we would find ways to meet together around God’s word.  



A few of us have been doing that over Zoom for the last year or so.  Maybe you don’t like 

Zoom – I quite understand that, I don’t either – but it’s been the only thing available to 

us.  But next month as, hopefully, we can start meeting together, how about a vision of 

having several different groups meeting to look at the Bible together, as part of St 

Alban’s?  Wouldn’t that be a great step towards being disciples of Jesus together.   

But there are many other parts to it.  Let’s pray: 

Heavenly Father I think you that you are forming a new community.  I thank you that you 

invite us to be part of it.  And you call us to invite others to be part of it.   

And Lord I pray that you would touch and change us, you’d make us into people who are 

recognised as your disciples, recognised as people who say, “It’s not I, but Christ in me.”  

Amen 

St Alban’s Church 

Website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

. . . . . . . . 

Vicar: Rev Tom Fish (Vicar’s day off – Saturday) 

Churchwardens: Derek Bennett, Sylvia Kelly, Laurence Fletcher 

Treasurer: Barry Bishop      -      Safeguarding officer: Deb Dale 

Licensed lay minister: Terry Braithwaite 

 Families and children’s worker: Helen Hammond 

. . . . . . . . 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 

Griffiths Drive, Wolverhampton WV11 2LJ 
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