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In the open 
Tom explains why our services are staying outdoors for the next few 

weeks (when the weather permits) 

It wasn’t what we expected.  We were thinking that we’d have to find some 

pattern of indoor services that would allow everyone to take part.  But by the 

end of the Easter service it seemed obvious that we should try and carry on 

outdoors if we can.  Here’s why: 

1. We can all be there together 

There’s enough space for everyone, while indoors we’d still be limited to 

about 30, so either some people would have to stay at home, or we’d 

have to be split into two services again. 

2. We can sing 

Christians are singing people.  Ever since the angel choir announced the 

birth of Jesus, we’ve wanted to lift our voices together in praise to our 

God.  And outdoors it’s allowed.  Indoors we’d just be listening. 

3. It’s safe 

All the evidence is that Covid spreads far less easily outdoors.  So for 

people nervous about coming out after lockdown, this should be an 

easier first step 

4. It shows the church is alive 

“You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hidden,” 

Jesus taught his disciples.  Meeting outdoors is a sign to the local 

community that St Alban’s is really here for them, alive and welcoming 

We do understand that some people find sitting outdoors difficult or inadvisable 

for health reasons.  That’s why we’re carrying on streaming the services and 

delivering DVDs so you can watch at home if you want.  If you have comments or 

ideas, please get in touch. 



Testing update – home tests available 
Regular Covid testing could help us get back to normal quicker 
Although we’re encouraging you to come outdoors to be part of our live worship, 

you can now prepare for it by having a Covid test in the comfort of your own 

home.  Packs of 7 home test kits can be picked up from the Ashmore Park Hub 

Covid test centre, and taken any time you want.  You’ll get the results within 30 

minutes, so you could even do it on Sunday morning before you come to church. 

The test centre is open 10am to 6pm, every day except Wednesday and Sunday – 

drop in at any of those times to have a test, pick up a pack of home tests, or 

both. 

Prayer area 
This week’s prayer area leaves Ashmore Park and heads into the little corner of 

the parish between Lichfield Rd, Broad Lane and the canal – Wyvern Road, 

Marlowe Drive, 

Len Davis Road 

and Severn 

Close.  The area 

may be cut off 

geographically, 

but let’s make 

sure it’s not cut 

off spiritually. 

You can join 

Helen for a 

virtual prayer 

walk on Zoom at some point on Thursday – call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Keep praying and see what God will do in our community. 



Situation vacant 

We’re looking for an 

Administrator 
Are you organised, efficient and IT-literate? 

Would you like to help St Alban's Church run more 
smoothly? 

We are looking for an Administrator  
to work 6 hours/week for an initial period of 3 months. 

For details contact revtomfish@gmail.com  
/ 07841 382773 

Annual meeting, elections to the DCC 
Annual meeting: Sunday 25th April 
Our annual meeting this year will take place 

on Sunday 25th April, as part of our morning 

worship service.  We hope to be able to meet 

in person in church, with an online option on 

Zoom, but we’ll provide more details of that 

nearer the time. 

Elections to the DCC 
At the meeting, we will be choosing churchwardens and some 

members of the church council.  There vacancies for a number 

of positions, so if you’re interested in serving the church in this 

way, please talk to Rev Tom or one of the wardens (Derek 

Bennett, Sylvia Kelly or Laurence Fletcher).  We would like 

nominations returned by Sunday 18th April if possible. 

mailto:revtomfish@gmail.com


Foodbank – please donate 
Ashmore Park Pantry Foodbank shortages 
We have had yet another busy week at the Pantry 

and are running low on many things.  We’ve got a 

delivery coming on Thursday from FareShare 

Midlands, but we could do we donations of almost 

anything except pasta – from tea and coffee to 

cereal, tinned meat to pasta sauce, milk to biscuits. 

 
 

St Alban’s Church 

Website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

. . . . . . . . 

Vicar: Rev Tom Fish (Vicar’s day off – Saturday) 

Churchwardens: Derek Bennett, Sylvia Kelly, Laurence Fletcher 

Treasurer: Barry Bishop      -      Safeguarding officer: Deb Dale 

Licensed lay minister: Terry Braithwaite 

 Families and children’s worker: Helen Hammond 

. . . . . . . . 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 

Griffiths Drive, Wolverhampton WV11 2LJ 
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