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Into the  

It’s Easter Sunday.  The day 

that changed the world.  The 

day when we discovered that 

Jesus had defeated death, that 

his life hadn’t ended in failure 

but in unimaginable success.   

His best friends were utterly 

astonished.  We still find it hard 

to hard to get our minds round.  

But it really matters.  As St Paul 

would write to his friends in 

Corinth: “If Christ has not been 

raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins… If only for this life we have 

hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

But Jesus was raised.  The evidence is overwhelming.  500 eye-witnesses.  No 

contemporary challenge to their evidence.  Followers who were immediately 

willing to suffer and even die for insisting on it. 

As I write, our outdoor celebration of it is still in the future.  If I’m honest, I’m a 

bit nervous about how it will go.  But this I know.  Christ is risen from the dead. 



Into the open 
The new church website finally saw the light of day this week. 

It’s been a long time coming.  The 

DCC first agreed that we should 

develop a new website last spring.  

But these things take time, 

especially when we keep having to 

re-invent church for a new set of 

lockdown rules or easing of rules.  

But finally we’ve made it. 

The new site in many ways looks 

simpler than the old one, with less 

information on the home page.  But 

with many people now accessing 

the internet on their phones that’s 

how modern websites look. 

But the big change is that it has up-to-date information, 

and is easy to keep up to date.  Several 

people can make changes to it, and 

everything is backed up safely onto the 

cloud. 

It’s appropriate also at this stage to 

express our thanks to Carl Taylor, 

who developed the old site and 

has looked after it and kept it 

going for 13 years.   

Despite the new look, the 

address is the same: 

www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 



Into the unknown – plans for after Easter 
What should we do next… 
The advantage of meeting outdoors is that there’s room for everyone, and we 

can sing.  Indoors we’d still be limited on numbers and singing wouldn’t be 

allowed, at least until the roadmap stage planned for mid-May – just in time for 

Pentecost. 

But unless God sends an unexpectedly glorious spring, it’s unlikely to be 

comfortable meeting outdoors all through April and May.  We’ll decide the exact 

pattern of services once we’ve seen how the Easter service goes.  Please pray for 

wisdom, and let Tom or any of the wardens know what you think. 

Into a routine – get tested twice a week 
Regular Covid testing could help us get back to normal quicker 
The numbers are all going in the right direction – far fewer people are going into 

hospital with Covid, fewer still dying of it.  On Ashmore Park, less than 3 people 

have tested positive in the last week – down from more than 60 a week back in 

January. 

And one thing we can do to keep things heading that direction is to get ourselves 

tested – regularly.  The City Council’s Director of Public Health recommends 

getting tested twice a week.  It’s easy and quick – my test this weekend at the 

Hub took about five minutes. 

And once we start meeting indoors in church again, it will be even more 

important.  For the moment, that’s true even if you’ve had the vaccine.  It’s not 

to protect you – it’s to protect others.  You probably won’t get it badly – but you 

might be able to pass it on to someone who will. 

So why not make it a habit to drop down to the Hub 

for a test every Saturday before you come to church 

the next day, and maybe also sometime during the 

week. 



Into the community – keep praying 
This week the prayer area 

hits a new postcode – 

WV11 3… as we cover 

Fitzmaurice Road and the 

streets off it (Gadsby Ave 

and Gilbert Close), as well 

as the houses facing them 

on the other side of 

Lichfield Road – between 

the canal bridge and 

Broad Lane. 

Several church families 

live in this patch, so 

please include them in your prayers, as well as all the other households there. 

You can join Helen for a virtual prayer walk on Zoom at some point on Thursday – 

call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s keep praying and see what God will do in our community. 

Into the future: Annual meeting, 
elections to the DCC 
Annual meeting: Sunday 25th April 
Our annual meeting this year will take place on 

Sunday 25th April, as part of our morning 

worship service.  We hope to be able to meet in 

person in church, with an online option on 

Zoom, but we’ll provide more details of that 

nearer the time. 



Elections to the DCC 
At the meeting, we will be choosing churchwardens and some 

members of the church council.  There vacancies for a number 

of positions, so if you’re interested in serving the church in this 

way, please talk to Rev Tom or one of the wardens (Derek 

Bennett, Sylvia Kelly or Laurence Fletcher).  We would like 

nominations returned by Sunday 18th April if possible. 

Revision of Electoral Roll: Continues until Sunday 11th April 
In preparation for the Annual Meeting, we are reviewing and revising our church 

“electoral roll” – the list of people entitled to attend and vote at the Annual 

Meeting.  If you consider St Alban’s to be your church home and are not sure 

whether you are on the electoral roll or not, please speak to one of the wardens. 

Into the hands of those who need it… 
Ashmore Park Pantry Foodbank shortages 
We have had yet another busy week at the Pantry 

and are running low on many things.  We’ve got a 

delivery coming on Thursday from FareShare 

Midlands, but we could do we donations of almost 

anything except pasta – from tea and coffee to 

cereal, tinned meat to pasta sauce, milk to biscuits. 

 

Children’s Society 
Children’s Society is one of the charities we support as a church, but we know 

that many people also collect individually using the collecting candles or blue 

boxes.  Mandy Pugh would love to have the money you have collected in any of 

these ways so that she can send to the charity. 



St Christopher’s School and Church, 

Nigeria 
As you may have read in the newsletter a few 

weeks ago, we decided last year to start 

supporting the school in Nigeria that Terry and 

Mavoureen have visited, and where Pastor 

Lambert Onoh, who some of you will have met 

when he was studying in Wolverhampton a few years ago, is the pastor.   

There were a number of delays in getting our planned support to them, but we 

were finally able a couple of weeks ago to send them the donations for the last 

few months.  Pastor Lambert wrote in response: 

Good evening Rev Tom.  

I hope the pandemic is reducing and the church restrengthens again.  Our account 

was credited today with the sum of £363 from St Albans Church. 

The school management, students, and myself the principal, wish to express the 

gratitude we are feeling for what you did. We appreciate your generosity, and please, 

kindly extend our special thanks to the church. 

Once again, thank you. 

Rev Lambert A. Onoh 

Principal 

 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 
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