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Into the  
Outdoor service, 10am on Easter Sunday 
All being well, we will be able to meet together, in person, on Easter Sunday to 

celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  As we remember His coming out 

of the darkness into the light, and being able to see and encourage his disciples 

again, we too will be able to come out of our homes to worship him and 

encourage one another. 

The weather forecast is dry 

but a bit chilly, so put a 

good coat on.  The service 

will also be live-streamed, 

so if you’re still not 

comfortable, or able, to be 

there in person you will still 

be able to take part.   

Covid precautions 
We will put out chairs as 

you arrive, spaced by at 

least 2m between households (or more if you want).   

Face coverings are not compulsory outdoors, but you will need one to come 

forward and receive communion. 

The City Council is now saying it’s ok to meet again, and they will be reviewing 

our risk assessment this week, so church will be as safe as we can make it. 



The big decision – to come or not to come? 
The big decision each of us will need to take is 

whether to come at all.  We’ve got out of the 

habit of meeting for church.  Even leaving home 

for more than an essential food shop has 

become an alien experience.  Some of you may 

be itching to get out, but for many it’s not going 

to be easy to get dressed up and come to a service 

that will still be a fair way from normal. 

But I would still encourage you to consider coming.   

Why?   

First, to show that you think Jesus is worthy of your praise 

and worship, worth sitting in a seat that is not nearly as 

warm and comfortable as your own sofa.  After all, he 

gave up all the glory of heaven to come to us.   

Second, as I’ve said many times before, just being there is an encouragement to 

others.  We need each other, and especially while we still can’t visit each other in 

our homes.  “Do not give up meeting together,” the writer to the Hebrews said, 

“but encourage one another, and all the more as you see the day approaching.” 

After Easter – indoor services again? 
Unless God sends an unexpectedly glorious spring, it’s not going to be realistic to 

meet outdoors every week in April and May, so we are tentatively planning to 

have indoor worship in church from next Sunday 11th April.  For the moment 

we’ll still be quite limited on numbers, so we’ll decide the exact pattern of 

services once we’ve seen how the Easter service goes.  

Testing times 
One of the things we can all do to help life return to 

normal soon is to have regular tests.  Even if you’ve 

had the vaccination, it is still possible to catch a mild 

version of Covid and pass it on to others without 



knowing you’ve got it.  If testing stopped just one contagious person coming to 

church once, we could avoid an outbreak that could close the church for a couple 

of weeks and pass it on to more people. 

The testing centre at the Ashmore Park Hub is open every day except Wednesday 

and Sunday, so why not make it a habit to have a Covid test every Saturday 

before you come to church?  It’s not so important for the outdoor service, but 

once we start meeting inside it becomes a way of looking after each other. 

Annual meeting, elections to the DCC and revision 

of electoral roll 

Annual meeting: Sunday 25th April 
Our annual meeting this year will take place on 

Sunday 25th April, as part of our morning 

worship service.  We hope to be able to meet in 

person in church, with an online option on 

Zoom, but we’ll provide more details of that 

nearer the time. 

Elections to the DCC 
At the meeting, we will be choosing churchwardens and some 

members of the church council.  There vacancies for a number 

of positions, so if you’re interested in serving the church in this 

way, please talk to Rev Tom or one of the wardens (Derek 

Bennett, Sylvia Kelly or Laurence Fletcher).  We would like 

nominations returned by Sunday 18th April if possible. 

Revision of Electoral Roll: Starts today, until Sunday 11th April 
In preparation for the Annual Meeting, we are reviewing and revising our church 

“electoral roll” – the list of people entitled to attend and vote at the Annual 

Meeting.  If you consider St Alban’s to be your church home and are not sure 

whether you are on the electoral roll or not, please speak to one of the wardens. 

 

 



Announcement from the Team Rector 
The following announcement from Rev’d Nick was read out in the services at St 

Thomas’s and St Alban’s this morning: 

Palm Sunday 2009 was my first Sunday at St Thomas’s. I’d just been licensed as 

Team Rector for a seven-year term, and I’m privileged instead to have served 

twelve years. But the time has come for me to move on. 

It’s very likely that I’ll be leaving Wednesfield at the end of May, to begin a new 

post in June. Unfortunately, unavoidable delays mean that this won’t be 

confirmed until some time in May, so I can’t yet tell you any more details. With 

Bishop Clive’s agreement I’m letting you know what I can now so we can begin to 

plan the next steps, rather than giving you just a couple of weeks’ notice when 

everything is confirmed. 

As soon as I’m able to tell you all the details, I promise that I will. The house we’re 

moving to won’t be ready quickly, so we’ll probably still be living here for a while 

after I begin in my new post, but beyond that we can’t say any more at the 

moment. 

In the meantime we’ll get 

ready for the start of the 

vacancy; please pray for 

Rev’d Tom, our lay ministers 

and wardens, and please 

pray for me and for my 

family as we get ready for 

what’s next. Please be sure 

that I will pray for you. 

 



 

Children’s Society collecting candles 
If you still have a Christingle candle box from Christmas, we’d like 

to get the money in to send to Children’s Society in the next couple 

of weeks.  You can: 

• Bring it to the Easter Service 

• Drop it in to the vicarage any time 

• Contact Mandy Pugh and she’ll come round and collect it from 

you 

 

 

Ashmore Park Pantry 
The Pantry has been busy again this week, and despite 

a number of generous donations we are still low on a 

number of things: 

Jam, Milk, Squash, Tinned Fruit, Sugar, Tins of 

carrots or potatoes, Cereal – and of course we 

can alsways use more tinned meat and fish 

You can drop food off any time the Pantry is open, or 

at the vicarage any time that we’re around. 

Ashmore Park Pantry: Sunday 12:45-2:30 – Wednesday 12-2 – Friday 4-6 

Don’t go hungry – Don’t let anyone you know go hungry 



Lent @ Home: Palm Sunday – palm cross or twig 
Each week through Lent we are sharing a suggestion on how to think about an 

incident from Jesus’s life using something you can find or make at home. 

 

There were huge expectations of what the longed for Messiah would be 
like. Jesus turned these expectations upside down. Today we remember 
the day when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Read the story of this in Mark 11:1-11 

Draw a large leaf on the paper, cut 
it out and wave it. Or Google how to 
make a palm cross out of paper and 
give it a try. Or hold a palm cross or 
twig, feel it, look at it, wave it. 

Prayer: As the people spread their 
coats and palm branches on the 
ground to welcome Jesus into 
Jerusalem, so we welcome him into 
our lives today.  

King of Glory, King of Peace, Servant 
King, reign in our hearts and lives this day and all days, that we might 
praise your holy name. Amen 

 

Painting and decorating 
Can you wield a paintbrush?  We’re still looking for 

someone (or some people) to help finish the 

redecoration after the new toilets were installed last 

summer.  Get in touch with Tom or any of the 

Wardens if you think you might be able to help – 

we’ll provide all the materials. 

 



 
Holy Week at St Alban’s 
Gospel reflection – follow through Mark’s account of the events of the first Holy 

Week, with brief reflections from different members of the congregation.  

Streamed live on Facebook at 9am and 5pm from Monday to Thursday – or catch 

up later on Facebook or YouTube. 

Bible Reading Club – 7:30 pm on Tuesdays on Zoom 

Maundy Thursday supper– agape meal with communion, streamed live at 

6:30pm on YouTube 

Good Friday – an hour round the cross at 2pm on YouTube 



Praying for the district 
This week the prayer area 

covers Whiston Avenue 

and the southern end of 

Peacock Avenue.   

You can join Helen for a 

virtual prayer walk on 

Zoom at some point on 

Thursday – call the 

vicarage if you’d like 

details.   

Let’s keep praying and 

see what God will do in 

our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 
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