
St Alban’s News  
Sunday 21st March 2021 

Good words 
The book of James, which we’ve been 

looking at in our Sunday services for 

the last two months, has a lot to say 

about what we say (and don’t): 

Listen first, speak later: “everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak”(1:19) 

Listen to God – and put it into practice: “Do not merely listen to the word: Do 

what it says.” (1:22) 

Make your deeds match your words: “What good is it if someone claims to have 

faith but has no deeds?” (2:14) 

Be careful about telling other people what to do: “Not many of you should 

become teachers, because we who teach will be judged more strictly.” (3:1) 

Words are powerful, and can cause harm: “no human being can tame the 

tongue.” (3:8) 

Don’t boast in your plans, but trust God for the future: “Instead, you should say, 

‘If it is the Lord’s will we will do this and that’.” (4:15) 

Speak plainly. “Let your ‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no.” (5:12) 

And as we heard in today’s final sermon, words can strengthen our relationship 

with God – “Is anyone in trouble, let them pray; is anyone happy, sing songs of 

praise” (5:13).  And they can strengthen our relationships with each other as we 

invite people to pray for us, and confess our sins to each other. 

Best of all, our words can rescue people: “whoever turns a sinner from the error 

of their way will save them from death.” 

Let’s be a church that uses words for God’s good purposes. 



Ashmore Park Pantry 
The Pantry has been busy again this week, and despite 

a number of generous donations we are still low on a 

number of things: 

Cereal; Oats; Rice; Sugar; Jam; Coffee; Custard; 

Tinned fruit; Rice pudding; Washing up liquid; 

Shampoo; Deodorant 

You can drop food off any time the Pantry is open, or 

at the vicarage any time that we’re around. 

Ashmore Park Pantry: Sunday 12:45-2:30 – Wednesday 12-2 – Friday 4-6 

Don’t go hungry – Don’t let anyone you know go hungry 

 

Painting and decorating 
Can you wield a paintbrush?  We’re still looking for 

someone (or some people) to help finish the 

redecoration after the new toilets were installed last 

summer.  Get in touch with Tom or any of the 

Wardens if you think you might be able to help – we’ll provide all the materials. 

 

Pictures at the Peace 
Thanks to all of you who have sent in new photos this week.  We hope you 

enjoyed seeing some new faces in the service.  There still at least one more week 

of online services, so there still time to get a photo to Tom.  By email or 

WhatsApp, or by dropping a print through his door. 

If you have any questions about the envelope scheme, please get in touch with 

Brian, or with Barry Bishop, church Treasurer. 



Lent @ Home Week 4: Baptism - water  
Each week through Lent we are sharing a suggestion on how to think about an 

incident from Jesus’s life using something you can find or make at home. 

 

Historically, the season of Lent provided a time in which new Christians were 

prepared for baptism. Jesus began his ministry after he was baptised. 

Read the story of Jesus baptism in Mark 1:4-11 

Run some water through your hand and reflect 

I wonder ... 

• do you remember your baptism? 

• what have others told you about your baptism? 

• what does being baptised mean to you? 

• what difference does your baptism make in your life day to day? 

• how are you living out the promises made at your baptism? 

• where are you on your pilgrimage of faith (just starting out, at a 
crossroads, walking alone or with others ...)? 

Prayer: Creator God, you are the source of all life and motivation. May we 
journey in faith and love, rejoicing and eager to serve you. Grant us a glimpse of 
your glory as we seek to follow you – the Way, the Truth and the Life. Amen 



Paying our share 
St Alban’s is making big strides towards being self-supporting financially. But 

we all need to play our part too.  

More than half the cost of running St Alban’s is our “Parish Share” – our 

contribution to the costs of the Diocese of Lichfield, which in turn pays for vicars’ 

salaries and housing.  Historically, St Alban’s has benefitted from St Thomas’s 

paying 60% of the Share for the parish, leaving us with only 40% to pay.  Even at 

that rate a few years ago we struggled to pay it, and the diocese generously 

wrote off those old debts last year.   

In 2019, we agreed to move progressively towards splitting the Share equally 

with St Thomas’s, increasing our proportion to 42% in 2020, 44% this year, to 

reach 50% in 2024.   

At the last DCC, we made the next step towards regularly paying our way when 

we decided to pay our full Share of £2876  each month, rather than making a 

smaller regular payment and topping it up when we felt we could afford it. 

This decision was taken in faith, as even with the increases in planned giving we 

saw in 2020, our total regular income for the first two months of 2021 has been 

only about £2,500 per month.  Thanks to a number of generous one-off gifts, we 

have sufficient money to 

cover the cost for now, 

and when our hall hirers 

start to return, our 

income will increase 

substantially.  However, 

we will still only be able 

to afford it in the long 

term if there is a 

continued increase in 

giving from the 

congregation. 



Our response 
So will you respond to the 

church wanting to pay its way 

by making sure that you too 

are making a fair 

contribution?  

It’s not a matter of 

compulsion - “Each of you 

should give what you have 

decided in their heart to give.” (2 Cor 9:7)  In the Old Testament there was a 

requirement to give 10% of your income to the temple, and many Christians see 

that as a guideline for giving to the church.   

If you’re not at that level today, please don’t feel guilty, but please do pray about 

whether God is calling you to start to move progressively towards it, just as St 

Alban’s is moving towards paying our fair share with St Thomas’s.  So, if you’re 

giving 1 or 2% today, maybe you could look at moving up to 5% over the next 5 

years.  If you’re already giving 5%, maybe God is calling you to move up towards 

10%. 

For more information on how to give regularly to St Alban’s, please contact Barry 

Bishop, our church treasurer. 

 

New number on your envelopes – don’t worry! 
Brian Daybell, our Gift Aid Secretary, has 

been delivering new sets of envelopes to 

people who make their regular offering to 

the church in this way.  Several people 

have been allocated new numbers, so if 

your new envelopes don’t have the same 

number as before, don’t worry, everything 

is as it should be. 



Praying for the district 
This week the prayer area covers 

Ryan Avenue and the southern 

end of Ecclestone Road down to 

Whiston Avenue.  Now that Ron 

and Iris have passed away, we’re 

not aware of any church members 

living there.  Please pray that 

God’s Holy Spirit will go ahead of 

us and call some people living 

there to discover God’s amazing 

love in Jesus Christ. 

The area also includes Oak 

Meadow School, so please pray 

for the staff and pupils there as 

they adjust to face-to-face school 

again. 

You can join Helen for a virtual prayer walk on Zoom at some point on Thursday – 

call the vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s keep praying and see what God will do in our community. 

 

Favourite hymns and songs 
Do you have a hymn or worship 

song that means a lot to you 

personally?  If so, we’d love to 

hear why.  We’ll share the best 

stories at the encouragement 

times in the services – and we 

might even be able to include 

some of the songs as well.  



The Week at St Alban’s 
Thought for the Day – from 10am each weekday on Facebook and YouTube 

Celtic Morning Prayer – a simple service inspired by the Celtic tradition.  

Streamed at 9am on YouTube Monday-Friday (or catch-up later) 

Bible Reading Club – 7:30 pm on Tuesdays on Zoom 

Night Prayer – 10pm Thursday on Facebook Live.  End the day with God rather 

than the news. 

Sunday Service – 10am on YouTube, followed by Zoom chat over coffee 

 

  

           

                                      
                     

                      
              

                  
                        



 

We’re still planning to have an outdoor service outside church on Easter morning.  More 

details next week 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 
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