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Who’s coming out at 
Easter? 
We haven’t made a final decision yet, but it’s starting to look like our first live service as 

we emerge from this third (and hopefully last) lockdown is going to be on Easter Day.  

We’re thinking that the safest way to hold it would be outdoors, so please start praying 

now for good weather.   

And what better day to come out, and meet together, than the day when we remember 

Jesus coming out of the empty tomb?  There’s a tradition around the world of Christians 

being outdoors on Easter Day – I personally have been up at crack of dawn for an 

outdoors service in Phoenix, Arizona (the only time of day you want to be outdoors 

there!), and for a silent march of witness around a town in Northern Pakistan (followed, if 

I remember right, by an amazing 

breakfast).  We’re not thinking of a 

dawn service – it’s cold enough at 10 

in the morning in Ashmore Park in 

April – and I’m afraid we can’t yet 

serve breakfast, but hopefully we can 

at least meet and worship together. 

The DCC will be discussing it and 

making a decision in principle on 

Monday evening, and we’ll then need 

to finalise the risk assessments and 

detailed plans.  We’ll let you know as 

soon as things are definite.   



Ashmore Park Pantry 
It’s been a very busy week at the Pantry.  We got the 

first of our regular monthly 220kg deliveries from 

Fareshare Midlands on Thursday, and also some 

generous financial donations, but we’re still very low in 

a number of areas: 

Cereal; coffee; tea; milk; shampoo; custard; rice 

pudding; conditioner; jam; squash. 

You can drop food off any time the Pantry is open, or 

at the vicarage any time that we’re around (which is most of the time at present). 

Prayer area 
This week the prayer area moves on 

down the Eastern side of Ashmore 

Park to include Reynolds Walk and 

Coppice School.  At least one church 

family lives in the area, and there 

are young people at the school too.  

Please pray for all at the school as 

they adjust to being back in the 

building. 

You can join Helen for a virtual 

prayer walk on Zoom at some point 

on Thursday – call the vicarage if 

you’d like details.   

Let’s keep praying and see what God will do in our community. 

Painting and decorating 
Can you wield a paintbrush?  There’s still a bit of 

redecoration left to do after the new toilets were 

installed last summer.  Get in touch with Tom or Helen - 

we’ll provide all the materials. 



Lent @ Home Week 4: Mothering Love – an image  
Each week through Lent we will be sharing a suggestion on how to think about an 

incident from Jesus’s life using something you can find or make at home. 

Simeon said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in 
Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but 
many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” Luke 2:33b-35 

In the middle of Lent we give thanks for all 
who show us this mothering love – a strong 
love, a challenging love, an encouraging love, 
a healing love. If you have a picture of 
someone who gave you a mother’s love or 
Mary the mother of Jesus spend some time 
remembering and giving thanks for that love. 
If that relationship was more complicated 
perhaps give yourself a treat, and remember 
that you are an adult who can care for 
themselves now. 

Take time to reflect and give thanks for 
those who have “mothered” you - physically and spiritually, as you read the 
following verses from the Bible. 

May your father and mother rejoice; may she who gave you birth be joyful! 
Proverbs 23:25 

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is 

your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. John 
19:26-27 

She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. She 
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over 
the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children 

arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:  
Proverbs 31:25-28 

Prayer: God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us 
and hold us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Pictures at the Peace 
It has been lovely to see pictures of many members of the church family during the Peace 

in our online services.  But there are still a few more faces that we’d all love to see.  So if 

you don’t yet feature there (or if you’d like a different picture), please get a photo to Tom 

– either by email or WhatsApp, or by dropping a print through his door. 

Favourite hymns and songs 
Do you have a hymn or worship song that 

means a lot to you personally?  If so, we’d 

love to hear why.  We’ll share the best 

stories at the encouragement times in the 

services – and we might even be able to 

include some of the songs as well.  

The Week at St Alban’s 
Thought for the Day – from 10am each weekday on Facebook and YouTube 

Celtic Morning Prayer – a simple service inspired by the Celtic tradition.  Streamed at 

9am on YouTube Monday-Friday (or catch-up later) 

Bible Reading Club – 7:30 pm on Tuesdays on Zoom 

Night Prayer – 10pm Thursday on Facebook Live.  End the day with God rather than the 

news. 

Sunday Service – 10am on YouTube, followed by Zoom chat over coffee 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 
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