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The (long) roadmap out of Covid: 
Easter at the 
earliest 
On Monday we 

finally heard from 

the Prime Minister 

the stages that he 

hopes will see life 

return to 

normality over the 

next few months.  

There is still a long 

way to go, a lot of 

milestones to 

reach, some of 

which depend on 

things we can’t 

understand or predict.   

But what impact does it have on us? 

As individual Christians: Waiting well 
Even if things go as well as we hope, there’s still a lot of waiting to do – before we can 

visit family, have a haircut or go to the pub.  Good waiting is at the heart of Christianity.  

The people of God have often been waiting – for 40 years in the wilderness, 70 years in 

exile; for the whole of the Old Testament waiting for the Messiah to come; for us witing 

for Jesus to return.   



And waiting well, as I shared in St Alban’s Thought for the Day on Tuesday, isn’t about 

doing nothing – it’s about living life to the full today in the light of our future hope. 

It’s not about counting down the days.  We don’t know when Jesus will come back – even 

Jesus himself doesn’t know the time the Father has set for that.  Similarly, even Boris 

Johnson, for all his optimism, doesn’t know when the numbers will say that it’s safe to 

remove the restrictions.  So Christians should be models to the world of patient waiting, 

finding hope and joy in the present, keeping all the rules not so much to protect 

ourselves, but to protect others. 

As a church: Easter at the earliest 
But when will we be able to have church face-to-face again?  The government has given 

us a lot of freedom.  Legally we could have stayed open throughout this lockdown (as a 

few churches have).  But it certainly didn’t seem wise in January, and with other areas of 

life not opening up quickly either we need to set a good example.   

Based on the roadmap, the earliest possible date to do anything face to face would seem 

to be Easter itself, and we’ll need to think hard about what form that takes.  We’ll keep 

an eye on the numbers and the guidelines, and let you know a plan nearer the time. 

Regular testing? 
One of the suggestions that Wolverhampton City Council are making is that once 

churches do re-open, people might consider having a Covid test each week before 

coming to church.  With the rapid testing centre just up the road at the Hub, it would be 

easy to get a test each Saturday before coming to the service the following day. 

 

 

Ashmore Park Pantry 
Shortages this week: Bread, sugar, jam, custard, 

tinned fruit, cereal, milk 



Lent @ Home Week 2: Ask your questions 
Each week through Lent we will be sharing a suggestion on how to think about an 

incident from Jesus’s life using something you can find or make at home. 

Footprints… and questions 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus ... he came to 

Jesus by night ... and said to him 'How can these things 
be?'  

John 3:1, 9 

Nicodemus, a religious leader, comes to Jesus to ask his 
questions. Lent is a good time to try to be open about our 

questions. Maybe we can even 'cherish the questions' and 
'have patience with all that is unsolved' 

 

 

 

 

Read the story of Nicodemus in John 3:1-21. 

Draw a footprint, write a question as a Lent 
prayer. 

Prayer: Walk among us, grace of God, 
teaching us the questions of the 
kingdom. Amen 



Prayer area 
This week the prayer area moves 

East to Southall Road, Gorse Road 

and the nearby part of Griffiths 

Drive.  At least 2 church families 

live here, so please include them 

in your prayers, as well as all their 

friends and neighbours. 

You can join Helen for a virtual 

prayer walk on Zoom at some 

point on Thursday – call the 

vicarage if you’d like details.   

Let’s keep praying and see what 

God will do in our community. 

The Week at St Alban’s 
Thought for the Day – from 10am each weekday on Facebook and YouTube 

Celtic Morning Prayer – a simple service inspired by the Celtic tradition.  Streamed at 

9am on YouTube Monday-Friday (or catch-up later) 

Bible Reading Club – 7:30 pm on Tuesdays on Zoom 

Night Prayer – 10pm Thursday on Facebook Live 

Sunday Service – 10am on YouTube, followed by Zoom chat over coffee 

Facebook page: St Albans Church, Ashmore Park - @StAlbansAP 

https://www.facebook.com/StAlbansAP 

YouTube channel: St Albans Ashmore Park 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQRoSiie54dIBgERFOsBA8A  

WhatsApp prayer networks: Praying Women (contact Elaine Bennett),  

Holy Hands (for men – contact Rev Tom) 

website: www.saintalbanschurch.co.uk 

Contact: revtomfish@gmail.com or 01902 732317 / 07841 382773 
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