
 

 

Praying for God’s blessing on you in 2021. 

 

 

 

Rev Tom and the team at St Alban’s 

Finding true hope in 2021 

A new year message 
This is a New Year like no other we’ve experienced.   We keep being told that we live in 

unprecedented times.  So what right does anyone have to give a New Year message?  

What do they know – we’ve never been here before! 

Or have we?  As I was struggling myself with how to think about moving into 2021, in 

Tier 4 for no-one knows how long, I realised that our situation was a lot like the time in 

the Old Testament called the Exile, when God’s people were taken as captives to Baby-

lon in 597 BC.  There are lots of parallels.  They were there against their will.  They had 

lost lots of their freedoms.  Many of them were cut off from their families.  They were-

n’t able to enjoy the things they used to enjoy. 

But God hadn’t forgotten them, and a little while after the first wave had arrived in 

Babylon, he inspired the prophet Jeremiah, who was still in Jerusalem at the time, to 

write them a letter.  It’s in our Bibles in Jeremiah chapter 29, starting at verse 4. 

And that letter contains wisdom that I believe speaks into our situation as we move 

into 2021. 
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Don’t put your life on hold 
“Settle down,” God says to the people, “plant gardens… marry… have children.”  It’s 

very easy just to stop and just long for the time when “it’s all over”.  But apart from any-

thing else that’s mentally exhausting, being physically in one place but mentally in an-

other.  And there are plenty of things we can do this year.  

They may not be the same things we were hoping to do in 

2020, before it all kicked off, but they are there.   

The question we need to be asking is not “What am I going to 

do when it’s over?” but “What am I going to do while it lasts?”  

The people who have the best answer to that question will be 

the ones who have the best 2021. 

Be good citizens – live for others 
And part of the answer is the same as it always was – Love 

God and Love your neighbour.  “Seek the peace and prosperity 

of the city to which I have carried you in exile”, God says to the 

Israelites in Babylon.  You may not like the situation, but there 

is always good to be done. 

Jesus’s call to put the interests of others before yourself ap-

plies just as much in 2021 as it did in 2019.  But as we spend so 

much time by ourselves or with our household it’s been easy 

to start thinking about ourselves a lot too.   

So as we face decisions – about the vaccine, about whether to 

go out shopping, or visit friends, or come to church in person – 

alongside “What is best for me? (and those close to me)”, 

what would it look like to ask “What’s best for others?” (the 

wider community and our church family). 

Avoid false hope 
One of the things that led God’s people into exile, and plagued 

them in their early days there, were false hopes.  There were 

false prophets, saying what people wanted to hear.  God puts 

it bluntly: “They are prophesying lies in my name.  I have not 

sent them.”   

Thankfully, as far as I can tell, we’ve not had a major outbreak 

yet of wildly optimistic false religion – at least not this side of the Atlantic.  But many of 

our Christian cousins in the US seem to have been far more foolishly outspoken in join-

ing the Covid-deniers.  You can easily find them on YouTube, Facebook and probably 

God TV.  Don’t listen to them. 

But there is also false hope in the world.  In the time of the exile the vain hope was 

that an alliance with Egypt, Israel’s old enemy and now a fad-

ing power, would somehow save them from the real global 

superpower.   

And we’ve had similar false hopes in 2020.  Remember when 

the first lockdown was going to last 3 weeks and it would all 

be over.  Then 3 months.  Then we’d have normality by 

Christmas.  Now it’s Easter at the earliest.  The papers today 

are full of the same thing.   

And the vaccine may be a false hope too.  Not that it won’t 

help – I’m sure it will, and I’ll certainly take it if I’m offered it.  

But it’s not a cartoon superhero.  It’s part of a long process.  

And even if we managed to banish Covid from the earth like 

we eventually banished Smallpox last century, we’ll still need 

a Saviour – as we do now, with the virus rampant.  Either 

way, the saviour’s name is the same.  It’s Jesus. 

Trust God’s timing 
God’s timing is not ours.  For those in Babylon in 597BC, the 

exile would last 70 years.  Many of them would not live to see 

the end of it.  Sadly, that’s true for us in our “exile”.  At St 

Albans’ we have lost some dear sisters and brothers already, 

and will probably lose more before it’s over.  

But God doesn’t forget his people.  When his appointed time 

is up, he will bring us to the place of his choosing, he says, 

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

He is the same God today.  Will we hold onto him through 

2021? 

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem 
to Babylon: 5 ‘Build houses and settle down; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and 
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they 
too may have sons and daughters. Increase in 
number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’ 8 Yes, 
this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘Do not let the prophets and diviners among 
you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you 
encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ 
declares the Lord. 

10 This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years 

are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and 

fulfil my good promise to bring you back to this 

place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek 

me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart. 14 I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘and will bring you back from captivity. I will 

gather you from all the nations and places where I 

have banished you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will 

bring you back to the place from which I carried 

you into exile.’ 

Jeremiah 29:4-14 


